
by: John Calvin C. Cabali  

O n September 26,2015 the members of the   
Rotaract Club of University of Perpetual Help 

System- JONELTA, with the support from      

different courses including students from College 

of Criminology, College of International &     

Hospitality Management, College of Business and 

Accountancy, College of Arts and Sciences  and 

College of Education joined the tree planting    

activity hosted by the Haribon Foundation at Mt. 

Banahaw as their environmental project to    

support Haribon Foundationôs with the theme 
òRainforest Organizations and Advocates (R.O.A.D.) to 2020ó 
which is an environmental conservation      

movement committed to restore one million    

hectares of Philippine rainforests using native 

species by year 2020 through an informed and 

engaged public.  

SPS Coordinators and Rotaract  Club  

The journey started at the University. The 

volunteers travelled an hour to meet the 

other delegates from different companies 

and representative from Haribon       

Foundation going to San Pablo, and their 

final destination took 2 hours going to 

Nagcarlan Laguna. Upon reaching the 

venue , Forester Thadeus Martin brief the 

delegates and share information about the 

foundation, safety precautions regarding 

the activity was also discussed.  

During the briefing, we learned that there is a 

difference between reforestation and rain      

forestation.  



  After the dialogue, the delegates hiked 1.5 hours up 

the mountain where the trees will be planted. They walk 

along the slippery rocks, muddy trail and narrow path.  

  

ñOur objective for the day was to plant 

1,250 seedlings of at least ten different   

varieties of native species on an area  

covering approximately one hectare. 

 Before the last 15 minute walk, the       

volunteers together with the other delegates 

stopped at an open area because the Forester 

show them the proper way of planting the      

saplings. They educate the  delegates appropriate 

method of planting to prevent the damage to the 

saplings  and other surrounding plants. They were 

also grouped into five   members per team to  

distribute the work equally.  
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Reforestation involves planting of any 

tree species in an area whereas Rain  

forestation involves using trees that are 

native to the place. This has a big      

difference because birds and animals use 

the fruits and trees for food and plant-

ing non native trees may disrupt the 

natural ecosystem. Also, native trees are 

more suited to conditions of the place 

which leads to higher survival rates.  

A volunteer worker  from Nagcarlan    

Laguna was assigned to guide each com-

pany ewho attended the activity.  


